
Ballot Question 3 
MAINTAINING TRANSGENDER PROTECTIONS IN PUBLIC PLACES

SAFETY IN BATHROOMS

DEFINING GENDER IDENTITY

ECONOMIC IMPACT

In Plain English...
This referendum asks voters whether to keep a 2016 state law that prohibits discrimination against transgender people in places 
open to the public, including restaurants, hospitals, hotels, sports stadiums and gym locker rooms. 

Under the 2016 law, if there are separate public spaces for males and females — like restrooms — transgender people can use the 
space that matches their gender identity, rather than their biology or sex at birth. 

www.wgbhnews.org/election2018

A Yes Vote Would: A No Vote Would:
Keep the 2016 law on the books, protecting transgender people.   
Freedom For All Massachusetts — an transgender advocacy 
group — is leading the effort to keep the 2016 law. 

Repeal the 2016 law that protects transgender people. 

The Massachusetts Family Institute — which says it affirms 
Judeo-Christian values — helped initiate the referendum. 

Advocates Of The 2016 Law Claim: Opponents Of The 2016 Law Claim:

Since the law went into effect, there’s been no increase in 
safety incidents in places like restrooms. The law makes it 
safer for transgender people who can face harassment.

Opportunistic men or convicted sex offenders could exploit the 
2016 law and pretend to be transgender, so they can access 
women’s spaces — like locker rooms and restrooms. 

The 2016 law only protects someone if their gender identity 
is sincerely held and part of their core identity. It does not 
protect people falsely claiming to be transgender.

There is no way to distinguish between those who are supposed 
to be protected and those using the law to prey on vulnerable 
people. 

Industries come to Massachusetts because they can attract 
employees from all backgrounds. North Carolina’s “bathroom 
bill” prompted boycotts and cost the state billions.

There are no long-term economic consequences. North Carolina’s 
economy is now doing fine, despite a contentious fight over its 
“bathroom bill.”

Other Things To Know:
• This is the first statewide referendum on transgender rights in the country.

• The federal government does not explicitly prohibit discrimination against transgender people. The Trump administration’s 
Justice Department reversed an Obama-era interpretation of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that protected transgender people. 

• State laws prohibit discrimination against transgender people in housing, employment, credit and public education. These laws 
are not being challenged. 

• A UCLA study found no change in the number of criminal incidents in bathrooms after Massachusetts cities and towns passed 
their own laws protecting transgender people in public accommodations. 


