
Ballot Question 2 
COMMISSION TO EXAMINE LIMITING MONEY IN POLITICS

CITIZENS UNITED

A 28TH AMENDMENT?

IMPACT

In Plain English...
If this referendum passes, it would create a commission of 15 unpaid citizens to write a report on money in politics. 

Among other things, the report would propose language for a new amendment to the U.S. Constitution that would let Congress 
regulate political contributions and ensure that only people — not corporations or unions — could spend money on campaigns. 

This ballot question is being billed as a way for Massachusetts voters to go on record as opposing the Supreme Court’s 2010 
Citizens United decision, which allowed unlimited outside political contributions by corporations. 
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A Yes Vote Would: A No Vote Would:
Establish a commission on limiting money in politics.
American Promise — a group established to pass a campaign 
finance amendment — is the main group pushing for this ballot 
question. They are working on this issue nationally. 

Not create a commission. Nothing would change.

There is no official opposition to this ballot question. However, 
the Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance — a conservative fiscal 
watchdog group — has spoken out against it. 

Advocates Claim: Opponents Claim:

This court case made it so that corporations, unions and 
people are all treated the same and can pour unlimited 
amounts of money into politics. But average people don’t have 
the money to compete against billion-dollar companies. 

In this system, we do not have equal representation. 
Overturning Citizens United is critical. 

This court case clarified a cobweb of confusing rules around 
campaign finance. It created a system that is clear and fair. 
Everyone knows the rules, and everyone — corporations, unions, 
individuals — have an equal voice. 

How you spend your money is how you express your opinions. 
This is about freedom of speech. 

Amending the U.S. Constitution is the only way to overturn a 
Supreme Court decision. 

Politicians use campaign finance regulations to silence their 
opponents. This amendment would further limit our freedoms.

Nineteen states have called on Congress to overturn Citizens 
United. If more states join the effort, there will be more 
pressure on politicians to act. 

A commission that writes a report is a waste of time and 
resources. At the end of the day, it won’t change anything since 
Citizens United is settled law. 

Other Things To Know:
• Amending the U.S. Constitution requires support from two-thirds of the U.S. House and Senate as well as ratification by three-

quarters of the states (38 states). 

• In 2012, Massachusetts lawmakers passed resolutions to “restore … fair elections to the people.” Advocates of this ballot 
question say it shows that people — not just Massachusetts politicians — support limiting corporate and union money in 
politics. 


